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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH  FOR  1957 


Public  Health  Department, 
Drayton  Hall, 

West  Drayton. 
August,  1958. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Yiewsley  and  West  Drayton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  wish  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1957.  It  is  set  out 
in  the  same  form  as  in  previous  years. 

The  health  of  the  district  was  satisfactory  and  the  incidence 
of  Infectious  Disease  was  low  apart  from  measles  and  whooping 
cough.  No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified. 

There  has  again  been  a  slight  rise  in  the  Birth  Rate  but  I  am 
pleased  to  report  that  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  again 
reduced. 

There  were  66  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified — 64  of  them 
arising  in  one  outbreak.  The  causative  organism  in  this  outbreak 
was  “  Staphylococcus  aureus  coagulase”: — The  source  of  infection 
was  ham  in  ham  and  egg  omelette — the  ham  having  been  previ¬ 
ously  exposed  to  room  temperatures  on  several  occasions  prior  to 
use  in  the  omelette.  This  outbreak  brought  out  most  forcibly  the 
necessity  of  keeping  this  type  of  food  under  strict  hygienic  refrig¬ 
erated  conditions. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Lung  Cancer  decreased  from  ten 
to  four  but  the  total  deaths  from  Cancer  rose  from  26  to  33. 

In  conclusion  may  I  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Council 
and  in  particular  to  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
for  their  help  and  encouragement  and  to  the  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  their  work  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres .  5,276 

Total  population  1957  (midsummer)  (estimated 

by  the  Registrar  General)  .  23,340 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  dwellings  ...  6,804 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1958)  .  £683,968 


Product  of  the  Penny  Rate  1957/1958  .  £2,858  15s.  lOd. 

Industry 

The  working  population  engaged  in  the  several  types  of  light 
industry,  which  is  the  main  employment  in  this  district,  still  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  residential  population.  This  of  course,  is  largely  due  to 
London  Airport,  which  has  a  working  population  of  over  26,000. 
Excluding  London  Airport,  the  district  has  a  working  population 
of  between  6,000  and  7,000.  The  district  has  enjoyed  practically 
full  employment  during  the  year  and  unemployment  has  been 
practically  non-existent  for  several  years,  a  factor  which  is 
particularly  noticed  in  connection  with  the  employment  of  manual 
grades  of  this  authority. 

Very  little  industrial  expansion  has  taken  place  during  the 
year  because  development  of  this  nature  is  restricted  by  the 
Middlesex  Development  Plan,  the  object  of  which  is  to  preserve 
green  belt  land  within  the  Urban  District. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

(as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 


LIVE  BIRTHS  : 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

215 

214 

429 

Illegitimate 

8 

15 

23 

Total  223 

229 

452 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

estimate  resident  population  : 

1957  : 

17.7 

1956  : 

17.02 

County  of  Middlesex  : 

1957  : 

13.8 

In  calculating  the  Birth  Rate  the  crude  figure  of  14.1  has  been 
adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor  for  this 
district  of  0.91.  This  allows  for  sex  and  age  distribution  and  en¬ 
ables  a  proper  comparison  to  be  made  with  other  districts. 


STILL  BIRTHS  : 


Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate  4 

6 

10 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  4 

6 

10 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  : 

1957 

21.6 

1956 

13.8 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

• 

1957 

.42 

1956 

0.26 

DEATHS : 

Male  Female 

Total 

87 

79 

166 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  : 

1957 

10.2 

1956 

9.1 

County  of  Middlesex  : 

1957 

10.9 

This  figure  has  been  adjusted  from  7.1  by  the  use  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor  of  1.43. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes  ...  1 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total 

births  .  2.16 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total 

births  County  of  Middlesex  .  .40 
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Cause  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total  1956 


All  causes 

87 

79 

166 

150 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  disease . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  ...  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach . 

3 

3 

6 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

2 

2 

4 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  . 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  . 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

10 

8 

18 

13 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

2 

2 

1 

Leukaemia . 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 

12 

21 

18 

Coronary  diseases,  angina  . 

14 

10 

24 

22 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Other  heart  disease  . 

8 

8 

16 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

1 

3 

4 

3 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Pneumonia . 

5 

5 

10 

9 

Bronchitis  . 

9 

4 

13 

11 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

- 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis . 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  Malformation  . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

3 

13 

17 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostrate  . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

3 

2 

5 

2 

All  other  accidents  ...  . 

5 

6 

11 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Suicide  . 

- 

- 

1 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 
4  3 


n 

4 


Total 


Death  rate  on  infants  under  one  year  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births . 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1.000  live  births 


1957  1956 

15.5  16.4 

15.5  16.4 


SECTION  B 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Reading  have  again 
taken  all  samples  of  food  and  water  and  milk  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  the  results  of  these  samples  are  shown  else¬ 
where.  Rodents  caught  or  gassed  in  aircraft  on  London  Airport 
are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colindale,  for  examin¬ 
ation.  In  no  case  have  any  been  found  to  be  disease  carriers. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

This  service  is  operated  by  the  Middlesex  County  Council  and 
there  are  clinics  at  20,  High  Street,  Yiewsley  and  Harmondsworth 
and  a  Mobile  Centre  at  Sipson. 

Middlesex  County  Council  Act  1944 
Massage  Establishments 

The  three  premises  in  the  district  which  were  licensed  last 
year  under  Part  XII  of  the  Middlesex  County  Council  Act.  have 
again  been  re-inspected  and  the  licences  renewed.  Inspection 
dealt  with  ascertaining  whether  the  accommodation  and  provision 
for  massage  treatment  was  reasonably  adequate  and  suitable. 
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Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Bedding  or  clothing  requiring  disinfection  or  disinfestation  is 
taken  to  St.  John’s  Hospital,  Hillingdon,  where  steam  treatment 
is  carried  out.  In  the  case  of  articles  reauiring  treatment  from 
aircraft  arriving  at  London  Airport  the  necessary  arrangements 
are  made  at  the  same  establishment. 

Of  the  twenty-one  disinfestations  carried  out  for  bed  bugs, 
the  properties  involved  were  :  one  council  house,  one  private 
house  and  nineteen  slum  clearance  properties.  Where  properties 
involved  in  slum  clearance  areas  were  discovered  to  be  infested, 
contiguous  properties  on  either  side  were  fumigated  as  an  added 
precaution,  and  specialist  treatment  by  contractors  were  given  to 
the  furniture  before  it  was  removed  to  Council  property. 


Disinfestations  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Infestation 
Bugs 
Fleas 

Woodworm  ... 
Earwigs 
Wasps 
Cockroaches 

Ants . 

Flies 


Number  of  Disinfestations 


21 

8 

3 

9 

3 

4 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


ANALYSIS  OF  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING 

19  5  7 

(LOCAL  RECORDS) 


NEW 

CASES : 

DEATHS : 

* 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Age  ( yrs .) 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

Under  5 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-14 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-24 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25-44 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45-64 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2  1 

Total 

5 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2  1 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  : 

Respiratory  :  192  Non-respiratory  :  49 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Patrick  M.  J.  Bobbett, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 


July,  1958. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Yiewsley  and  West  Drayton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  eleventh  Annual  Report  on 
the  work  of  the  Health  Department  in  1957. 

This  year  has  been  notable  for  two  important  Acts  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  being  placed  on  Statute  Book — (a)  The  Clean  Air  Act  1956 
and  (b)  The  Rent  Act  1957,  both  of  which  added  considerable 
extra  work  to  the  Health  Department. 

In  some  respects  progress  can  be  measured  in  terms  of  new 
Acts  and  Regulations  which  are  introduced,  because  as  each  new 
Act  relating  to  Environmental  Sanitation  comes  into  force,  its 
object  is  to  secure  higher  and  improved  standards  than  existed 
previously.  There  is  no  doubt  The  Clean  Air  Act  will  achieve  a 
healthier  environment  for  the  nation  as  a  whole,  but  whereas 
progress  has  been  made  in  this  field,  one  has  doubts  wThether  the 
Rent  Act  1957  will  achieve  its  purpose,  that  of  improving  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  existing  property.  There  is  not  much  evidence  to  show 
that  extra  work  has  been  done  in  property  which  has  been  sub¬ 
ject  to  rent  increase  and  what  is  surprising  also  is  the  small 
number  of  applications  made  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

Regarding  those  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  which  came 
into  operation  on  the  31st  December,  1956,  little  time  was  lost  in 
carrying  out  the  new  work  which  was  involved.  A  survey  was 
started  and  was  well  under  way  towards  the  end  of  the  year  to 
ascertain  the  types  of  fireplaces  in  use  in  domestic  dwellings,  in 
order  to  prepare  a  report  for  consideration  and  with  a  view  to 
making  smoke  control  areas.  In  addition  observations  of  all 
industrial  chimneys  in  the  district  have  been  made  using  the 
Ringelman  Chart  and  applying  its  standard. 

I  am  pleased  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  statistics  shown 
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on  page  30  relating  to  meat  inspection  in  this  district.  100% 
inspection  has  again  been  carried  out. 

This  belies  adverse  statements  which  have  occurred  in  the 
National  Press  during  the  last  year  regarding  the  meat  inspection 
services.  Odd  occasions  have  occurred  in  rural  districts  of  such 
large  sizes  where  inadequate  staffs  have  been  unable  to  cope  with 
the  amount  of  meat  inspection  which  is  required  to  have  been 
carried  out  in  widely  separated  slaughter-houses,  but  these 
occasions  are  rare  and  do  not  deserve  the  generalization  given  to 
this  situation  in  National  newspapers. 

Readers  will  notice  by  reference  to  the  figures  I  submit  on 
Meat  Inspection  that  only  2.9%  of  the  animals  inspected  showed 
signs  of  being  affected  with  tuberculosis.  Small  as  this  percent¬ 
age  is,  the  meat  inspection  service  in  this  district  reveals  those 
cases  which  may  otherwise  have  been  sold  to  the  general  public. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Council  for  the  support  they  have  given 
to  me  throughout  the  year  and  to  the  Clerk,  Engineer  and  Sur¬ 
veyor  and  the  Treasurer  for  their  ready  assistance.  The  Staff  of 
the  Health  Department  are  also  to  be  complimented  for  their 
willing  co-operation  in  the  many  duties  they  have  had  to  perform. 
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SECTION  D 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Mains  water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  the  Rickmansworth 
and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company.  Yiewsley  and  West  Dray¬ 
ton  is  situated  in  the  southern  zone  of  the  area  supplied  with 
water  by  this  Company  and  as  considerable  building  development 
has  taken  place  within  this  zone  it  has  been  necessary  to  arrange 
the  trunk  and  distribution  mains  so  that  water  can  be  supplied 
from  eight  pumping  stations  which  draw  water  from  borings  in 
the  chalk. 

One  of  the  eight  stations  is  in  Horton  Road,  Yiewsley,  the 
others  being  at  Rickmansworth,  Mill  End,  Chorleywood,  Tver, 
Ickenham,  Northolt  and  Springwell.  Re-inforced  concrete  reser¬ 
voirs  serving  this  zone  are  situated  at  Harefield  and  Greenford. 

The  water  consumption  per  head  per  day  during  the  year 
ended  31.3.58  was  41.7  gallons  and  when  the  quantity  for  trade 
and  industry  is  deducted  from  this  figure  the  daily  consumption 
per  head  is  28.2  gallons  which  represents  the  needs  for  domestic 
purposes. 

Hardness  in  the  water  supplied  to  this  area  is  due  to  carbon¬ 
ates  which  form  temporary  hardness  and  this  amounts  to 
approximately  210  parts  per  million.  This  hardness  has  no  sig¬ 
nificance  in  relation  to  public  health  although  from  the  house¬ 
wife’s  point  of  view  it  is  uneconomical  for  washing  purposes,  and 
from  the  Council’s  point  of  view  the  equivalent  of  one  man  is 
employed  whole  time  on  descaling  the  fur  from  hot  water  instal¬ 
lations  in  Council  property. 


16 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
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One  complaint  was  made  to  the  Department  during  the  year 
concerning  unsatisfactory  water  from  one  of  the  few  remaining 
wells  in  the  district.  Investigations  were  carried  out  and  it  was 
found  necessary  to  abolish  the  well.  Under  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  and  Water  Acts,  the  Council  gave  a  grant  of  £20 
to  the  owner  of  the  property  involved  towards  carrying  out  the 
necessary  connection  to  the  mains  water  supply. 

Four  well  water  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  the 
water  of  which  was  used  for  domestic  purposes  and  human  con¬ 
sumption,  these  were  found  to  be  bacteriologically  safe. 

Five  samples  from  points  on  the  district  mains  were  also 
taken  and  these  proved  on  bacteriological  analysis  to  be  quite 
satisfactory. 

Water  from  the  Yiewsley  Swimming  Pool  was  also  sampled 
and  the  analysis  of  this  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 

In  the  sewered  areas  of  the  district,  each  house  has  a  separate 
water  closet  but  in  the  unsewered  parts  there  are  98  pail  closets 
to  be  emptied  weekly.  On  the  Council’s  Municipal  Site  there  are 
62  pail  closets  and  6  cesspools  and  these  also  are  emptied  weekly. 
Cesspools  situated  in  Longford,  The  Common  and  other  unsewered 
parts  of  the  district  number  83. 

Those  cesspools  attached  to  domestic  premises  and  business 
premises  are  emptied  free  of  charge  on  request,  but  these  cess¬ 
pools  attached  to  business  premises  which  receive  trade  effluent 
are  emptied  at  a  charge  of  30/-  per  load. 

The  sewage  removed  from  all  cesspools  during  the  year  totals 
1,500,600  gallons. 

The  district  of  Longford  is  still  unsewered  but  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  has  prepared  a  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a  sewer 
in  this  part  of  the  district  and  I  trust  that  this  will  be  the  last 
time  it  will  be  necessary  to  mention  this  area  in  connection  with 
the  lack  of  drainage. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
(a)  Refuse  Collection 

The  ideal  of  a  weekly  household  collection  is  always  the  ob¬ 
ject  and  aim  of  the  service.  Without  exception  this  object  was 
obtained.  During  parts  of  the  year,  on  certain  holidays,  such  as 
Easter,  Whitsun  and  Christmas,  successful  weekly  emptying  of 
dustbins  has  been  maintained  by  working  a  system  of  overtime 
during  the  week  preceding  the  holiday  so  as  to  be  in  advance  of 
the  normal  daily  collection  times  and  continuing  to  work  over- 
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time  after  the  holiday  to  regain  the  normal  weekly  time  schedules. 
A  third  25  cubic  yard  Dennis  Faxit  was  added  to  this  service  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  which  now  has  an  establishment  of  5  vehicles,  3 
Paxit  rear  loaders  and  2  eleven  cubic  yard  side  loaders — of  which 
only  the  3  large  capacity  vehicles  are  in  regular  use. 

The  method  of  refuse  collection  in  operation  is  the  gang 
system,  and  for  this  purpose  the  area  is  divided  equally  into  two 
sections,  a  Paxit  operating  each  section.  The  third  Paxit  is  en¬ 
gaged  mainly  on  removing  refuse  from  certain  sections  of  London 
Airport  and  the  R.A.F.  Camp  daily  each  morning,  the  driver  and 
mate  of  this  vehicle  being  engaged  on  other  essential  duties  in 
the  afternoons. 

Refuse  is  cleared  from  all  parts  of  London  Airport  on  seven 
days  per  week  and  certain  points  are  cleared  twice  daily.  This 
work  is  carried  out  between  the  hours  of  7  p.m.  and  4  a.m.  as  it 
has  been  found  that  there  is  less  interference  with  the  work  at 
this  time. 

The  method  of  storing  refuse  in  the  large  cubic  yard  con¬ 
tainers  seems  to  be  gaining  in  popularity  on  London  Airport  and 
several  operating  Companies  have  installed  these  containers 
rather  than  use  the  standard  dustbin. 

In  addition  to  the  5  refuse  collection  vehicles,  a  9  cubic  yard 
tipping  lorry  is  engaged  solely  on  removing  the  trade  refuse  from 
commercial  and  industrial  premises. 

(b)  Labour 

When  the  occasion  arises  to  recruit  employees  for  the  service, 
there  is  much  difficulty  in  attracting  the  right  type  of  worker, 
notwithstanding  the  salvage  bonus  which  is  paid  and  the  issue 
of  a  high  standard  of  protective  clothing. 

This  difficulty  is  accentuated  when  regular  employees  are  off 
work  due  to  sickness  and  injury.  The  following  figures  show 
how  much  time  was  lost  during  1957  : — Number  of  hours  lost 
during  the  year  ended  March  1958,  due  to  sickness  and  injury 
was  4,744  hours  or  527  days  equivalent  to  11  days  per  man  on  an 
establishment  of  46  men.  (This  establishment  includes  men  em¬ 
ployed  on  Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection). 

(c)  Refuse  Disposal 

Refuse  was  received  throughout  the  year  from  Brentford  and 
Chiswick,  Acton  and  Southall  and  all  the  refuse  has  been  tipped 
in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  dealing  with  “  Con- 
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trolled  Tipping.” 

The  Kingston  Lane  Playing  Fields  tipping  scheme  which  was 
temporarily  abandoned  in  1956  due  to  very  bad  weather  condi¬ 
tions  was  not  completed  during  the  year  and  it  is  intended  to  re¬ 
commence  tipping  here  in  1958. 

Reclamation  of  these  playing  fields  which  originally  were 
low-lying  and  subect  to  waterlogging  will  be  a  great  asset  to  the 
district  which  is  extremely  short  of  land  for  snorting  activities. 

(d)  Transport 

In  addition  to  vehicles  and  plant  used  solely  in  connection 
with  Public  Cleansing,  all  other  vehicles  and  plant  used  by  the 
Council  are  maintained  and  serviced  in  a  central  repair  and  fit¬ 
ting  shop  at  the  Council's  Depot,  in  Station  Road.  The  Staff 
engaged  for  this  work  consists  of  a  fitter  and  mate  and  every 
vehicle  is  serviced  on  a  rota  basis  every  14  days. 

(e)  Salvage 

The  salvage  of  waste  materials  continued  throughout  the 
year  and  the  working  of  this  section  of  the  service  proved  as  be¬ 
fore,  both  economically  sound  and  in  the  national  interest. 

The  materials  collected  were  :  — 

Rough  mixed  waste  paper, 

News  print, 

Office  waste, 

Ferrous  and  non-ferrous  metals, 

Bedding,  etc. 

The  amount  from  the  sale  of  these  materials  was  :  £8,527 
15s.  2d. 
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Population — Midsummer,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  23,340 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,050 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £2,858  15s.  lOd. 

Total  rate  in  the  Pound  (including  County  and  Police  Rate)  14s.  8d. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE  DUTIES 


Inspections  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  1523 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  815 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act  ...  ...  .  .  878 

Inspections  under  Water  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Inspections  under  Middlesex  County  Council  Act  1944  & 

1950  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspections  re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  47 

Inspections  re  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Inspections  re  Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  308 

Routine  Council  House  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  51 

Drainage  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Drains  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Piggeries  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Factories  (Mechanical)  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  218 

Factories  (Non-Mechanical)  Inspected  ...  ...  3 

Workplaces  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Outworkers  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cinemas,  Public  Hall,  etc.,  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  3 

Schools  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Shops  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

Vacant  Land  and  Dumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Insect  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  no 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  610 

Visits  to  works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Prospective  Council  House  Tenants  ...  ...  ...  46 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  ...  240 

Boiler  Plants  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Visits  to  Council’s  Tip  ...  ...  ...  ...  420 

Visits  to  Refuse  Collecting  Gangs  ...  ...  ...  31 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Council  Meetings  attended  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Committee  Meetings  attended  ...  ...  ...  25 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  459 

Petroleum  Installations  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 
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DEFECTS  REMEDIED  AND  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 


Dwelling  Houses  : 

Roofs  :  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  43 

External  walls  :  pointed  or  rendered  ...  ...  7 

External  walls  :  brickwork  rebuilt 

Chimney  stacks,  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  4 

Gutters  cleared,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  10 

Rainwater  pipes  cleared,  repaired  or  renewed  ...  8 

External  painting  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  3 

Yards  and  passages  repaired  or  drained  ... 

Damp  walls  rendered  damp-proof  ...  ...  12 

Wallplaster  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  30 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  20 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  16 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  2 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  35 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Additional  lighting  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  12 

Walls  cleansed  or  redecorated 

Ceilings  cleansed  or  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  2 

Woodwork  repainted  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Firegrates  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cooking  ranges  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  1 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired 
Interior  water  supplies  provided  ... 

Sinks  :  new  provided 

Sinks  :  defective  ones  renewed  ... 

Sinks  :  waste  pipes  repaired,  renewed  or  trapped  ..  4 

Mains  water  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Hot  water  systems  repaired 
Repairs  to  Water  Supplies 

Food  stores  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Smoke  nuisances  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gypsy  vans  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drainage  : 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  288 

Other  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Closets  : 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  7 

Pans  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dustbins  : 

New  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Department  employs  one  Rodent  Operative  for  this  work 
who  carries  out  all  treatment,  the  work  of  supervision  and  in¬ 
vestigation  being  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


TYPE  OF 

PROPERTY 

Local 

Authority 

Dwell¬ 
ing  Agri- 

Houses  cultural 

All  other 
properties 
including 
business 

Total 

1. 

Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

36 

6756 

21 

899 

7712 

2. 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of  : 
(a)  Notification  . 

4 

158 

3 

27 

192 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

18 

79 

— 

5 

102 

visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose). 

- 

12 

- 

12 

24 

3. 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re-inspec¬ 
tions.  (To  be  completed 
only  if  figures  are  readi¬ 
ly  available)  . 

20 

307 

15 

36 

378 

4. 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (in  Sect  11)  which 
were  found  to  be  infested 
by  :  . 

s 

(Major 

4 

- 

1 

1 

6 

(a) 

Rats  (Minor 

13 

205 

4 

24 

246 

(Major 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Mice  (Minor 

5 

26 

- 

5 

36 

5, 

Number  of  infested  prop¬ 
erties  (in  Sect  IV)  treated 
by  the  L.A.  . 

22 

231 

5 

30 

288 

6. 

Total  treatments  carried 
out  —  including  re-treat¬ 
ments  . 

30 

242 

5 

34 

311 

7. 

Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  of  the 
Act  : 

(a)  Treatment  . 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e. 

- 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Proofing)  . 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 
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Local 

Authority 

Dwell¬ 

ing 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
properties 
including 
business 

Total 

8. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  Section  4  of 
the  Act  . 

9. 

Legal  Proceedings 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Number  of  “  Block  ”  con¬ 
trol  schemes  carried  out 

- 

11 

- 

13 

24 

FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area 
inspections  made. 

and 

number  of 

No.  of 

Shops  Inspections 

Grocers 

44 

237 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Snack  Bars  &  Canteens 

42 

223 

Greengrocers  . 

16 

67 

Sweet  Shops  and  Ice  Cream  Premises 

24 

45 

Confectionery  and  Bread  . 

8 

22 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  . 

8 

16 

Butchers  . 

21 

103 

Public  Houses  and  Off  Licences  . 

25 

83 

Chemists  . 

8 

12 

Bakehouses  . 

6 

12 

OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

39 

Ice  Cream  Hawkers  . 

9 

Street  Hawkers  and  Traders 

9 

Ministry  of  Food  Buffer  Depot 

69 

Imported  Food, 'London  Airport 

343 

Ice  Cream  Samples  . 

23 

Water  Samples  . 

19 

Milk  Samples  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

14 

New  certificates  of  registration  were  granted  to 

three  prem- 

ises  during  the  year  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream. 


The  total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture 
of  preserved  foods  is  19  and  the  total  number  of  premises  regist¬ 
ered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  is  46. 

Three  mobile  vehicles  are  registered  under  the  Middlesex 
County  Council  Act  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 
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FACTORIES 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories  : 


No.  on  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
Register  Inspec-  Written  Prosecu- 

Premises  tions  Notices  tions 


1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1-4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  L.A.  .  2  2 


2.  Factories  not  included  in 
Section  1  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  L.A .  138  208  29 


3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  L.A. 
(excluding  Outworkers  prem¬ 
ises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Total  : 

140 

210 

29 

- 

2. 

Defects  found  in  Factories  : 

Particulars 

No  of  cases  in  which  defects  No  of  cases 

were  found  in  which 

Referred  prosecutions 
To  By  were 

H.M.  H.M.  instituted 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

(1) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

1. 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2. 

In- adequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  .. 

26 

14 

- 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  separated  for  sexes  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  oifences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  outwork . 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Total  : 

30 

19 

1 

1 

- 

3.  Outworkers  : 

There  are  eleven  Outworkers,  all  of  which  were  visited  during 
the  year.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  every  case. 
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SECTION  E 
HOUSING 


The  total  number  of  inspections  made  of  dwelling  houses  for 
complaints  and  defects  under  both  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  was  :  1,700. 


Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied 

By  Local 
By  Owner  Authority 

1.  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  25 

2.  After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Act  1936  .  9  1 

(b)  Housing  Act  1936  .  4 


Unfit  Houses  Closed  : 

No.  of  houses  closed  under  Housing  Act  ...  -  1 


Unfit  Houses  Demolished  : 

No.  of  houses  demolished  pursuant  to 

Section  17  Housing  Act  1936  .  -  5 


Slum  Clearance 

The  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  programme  is  now  well  under 
way  and  of  the  200  houses  estimated  to  require  demolition  when 
the  survey  was  first  carried  out,  the  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  as  follows  : 

The  number  of  unfit  dwellings  demolished  and  families  re¬ 
housed  since  November,  1956,  is  91  houses,  and  174  families. 

The  number  of  dwellings  not  demolished  but  included  in 
Closing  Orders,  Demolition  Orders  or  Confirmed  areas  in  which 
orders  have  not  been  confirmed  is  66. 

The  number  of  dwellings  not  demolished  but  included  in 
Closing  Orders,  Demolition  Orders  or  Confirmed  Areas  under 
paragraph  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  is  30. 

Rent  Act  1957 

In  July  the  Rent  Act  came  into  operation  and  details  of 
applications  made  under  this  Act  are  given  below  in  statistical 
form. 

The  Act  lays  down  a  procedure  for  dealing  with  applications, 
but  this  is  very  cumbersome  and  complicated  and  necessitates  a 
considerable  amount  of  office  work  to  deal  with  each  application. 
In  this  respect  the  Act  has  been  criticised  strongly.  The  onus  is 
placed  on  tenants  to  specify  on  a  prescribed  form  what  defects 
exist  in  their  property,  whereas  the  best  person  fitted  to  do  this 
is  the  Local  Authority’s  Inspector.  Many  times  defects  have  been 
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omitted  simply  because  the  applicant  has  not  been  able  or  com¬ 
petent  to  specify  them  accurately  and  clearly,  or  to  understand 
the  correct  faults  in  the  building,  which  are  responsible  for  the 
defects. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

Part  I  —  Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  22 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates .  3 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  .  19 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects .  15 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects .  4 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  .  14 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 
under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  ... 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued  .  1 


Part  II  —  Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  can¬ 
cellation  of  certificates  . 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenants’  objection  . 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  . 

Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act  1954 

During  the  year,  four  applications  for  Improvement  Grants 
were  received  and  the  Council  agreed  to  contribute  financial  aid 
as  follows  : 

Total  cost  of  improved  works  was  £1,492  2s.  lid. 

Total  payments  made  by  the  Local  Authority  :  £317  3s.  lid. 
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SECTION  F 
FOOD  HYGIENE 


All  the  various  types  of  food  premises  have  been  inspected  in 
accordance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  and  contra¬ 
ventions  or  deficiencies  to  which  the  attention  of  the  occupiers 
was  drawn  after  the  first  survey  carried  out  in  1956  have  now 
been  rectified  with  one  or  two  exceptions  only. 

Health  education  activity  included  lectures  supported  by 
strip  films  to  the  staffs  of  five  of  the  larger  canteens  and  catering 
establishments  in  the  district  and  to  two  local  organisations. 


Food  Inspection 


The  following  table 

shows 

the  amount  of  food 

condemned 

during  the  year  under 

review, 

but  this  does  not  include  meat 

condemned  at  the  slaug 

hterhouse. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Apricots  . 

...  6 

i  Luncheon  Meat 

.  30 

Baked  Beans 

...  6 

Minced  Beef 

.  87 

Beef  . 

...  20 

Oranges 

.  4 

Beef  Steak . 

...  4 

Peaches 

. 123 

Cherries  . 

...  5 

Peach  Pulp 

.  20 

Corned  Beef 

...  86 

Peas 

. . .  ...  9 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

...  2 

Pig  Liver 

.  30 

Dried  Egg  . 

...  8 

Pineapples 

.  7 

Evaporated  Milk  ... 

...  40 

Salmon 

.  1 

Fruit  Cocktail 

1 

Smoked  Cod  Fillets  ...  7 

Grapefruit  Pulp  ... 

...  1 

Strawberry  Jam 

.  2 

Ham  . 

...  151 

Spaghetti  ... 

i 

...  ...  2 

Jellied  Veal 

...  36 

Tomatoes 

.  15 

Lamb  Carcase 

...  39 

Tomato  Juice 

1 

Ice  Cream  : 

19  ice-cream  samples  and  four  iced-lolly  samples  were  taken 
during  the  year  under  review  ,and  the  results  of  these,  which  are 
highly  satisfactory,  are  shown  in  the  provision  grades  below  : 

Grade  No.  of  Samples 

1  19 

2  3 

3  1 

4 

The  results  of  the  above  samples  are  remarkably  good.  Of  the 
4  iced-lollies  sampled,  all  were  classified  in  grade  1.  The  ice¬ 
cream  sample  classified  in  grade  3  was  found  on  investigation  to 
have  been  contaminated  by  the  ice-cream  server.  The  dealer  was 
advised  accordingly — further  samples  from  this  source  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  only  slaughterhouse  operating  in  the  district  was  again 
licenced  after  certain  requirements  had  been  requested  and  car¬ 
ried  out  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  and  the  Slaughter  of 
Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1954.  The  new  bye¬ 
law  relating  to  Sanitary  Conditions  and  Management  of  private 
slaughterhouses  has  also  been  .enforced. 

The  slaughterhouse  continued  throughout  the  year  to  be  used 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  as  a  dead¬ 
weight  certification  Centre  for  pigs  and  your  Inspectors  graded, 
weighed  and  certified  these  pigs  which  are  liable  for  payment. 
This  number  came  to  4445  and  brought  an  income  to  the  Council 
of  £134  4s.  6d. 

From  a  total  of  6,177  animals  inspected,  it  was  necessary  to 
condemn  2  tons  4  cwts.  0  qrs.  12  lbs.  of  meat,  pork,  mutton  and 
offals  which  were  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion. 

On  one  occasion  swine  fever  was  detected  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  were  directly  notified  for  the 
appropriate  action  to  be  taken  at  the  farm  concerned.  All  con¬ 
demned  meat  and  offal  is  coloured  with  green  stain  and  removed 
for  destruction  to  the  works  of  the  Smithfield  Animal  Products 
factory  at  Stanwell. 

When  laboratory  examination  of  organs  was  necessary  in 
order  to  assist  in  Meat  Inspection,  Dr.  Pickton  of  the  .Pathological 
Laboratory  at  Hillingdon  Hospital  carried  out  the  examinations 
and  I  am  extremely  grateful  to  him  for  his  co-operation. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 
part  : 


Cattle 

Excluding 
Cows  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed 
known) 

(if 

307 

51 

150 

622 

5047 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cystercerci  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

3 

1 

2 

16 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  ...  32  3  -  1  109 
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Cattle  Sheep 

Excluding  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Horses 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 


Cystercerci 

10.7% 

11.7% 

0.66% 

0.48%  2.47% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

9 

2 

16 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

2.9% 

3,9% 

0.33%  - 

Cystercercosis  : 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Genera  lised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

— 

—  —  — 

As  a  result  of  the  above  inspections,  it  was  necessary  to  con¬ 
demn  2  tons  4  cwts.  12  lbs.  of  meat,  which  included  the  entire 
carcases  and  organs  of  17  pigs,  3  cows,  1  calf,  2  sheep  and  1  heifer. 


BUFFER  DEPOT,  HARMONDS  WORTH 

.  Regular  inspection  of  canned  meats  has  continued  through¬ 
out  the  year  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Buffer  Depot,  Harmonds- 
worth.  The  meat,  which  has  been  in  store  for  some  years,  Js 
brought  to  this  depot  for  sorting,  inspection  and  repacking  for 
storage  by  the  Ministry  Agents.  A  system  has  now  been  devised 
whereby  doubtful  tins  are  detained  for  the  Public  Health  Inspect¬ 
or’s  decision  and  a  bulk  inspection  is  made  by  him  once  or  twice 
weekly  according  to  the  amount  available.  During  the  year  a 
vast  number  of  tins  were  inspected  and  a  total  of  28  tons  10  cwts. 
1  qtr.  of  meat  was  condenmed  involving  some  19,678  tins. 

All  food  condemned  is  removed  by  the  Council’s  vehicles  and 
dealt  with  at  the  Refuse  Tip. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1956 


I  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Chief  Officer  of  the  Public  Control 
Department,  Middlesex  County  Council  for  the  following  work 
which  is  carried  out  by  his  department  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act. 

Samples  procured  in  Yiewsley  and  West  Drayton  during  the 
year  1957. 

Total  Samples 


Article 

Procured 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk  (various) 

•  .  • 

18 

- 

Butter 

•  . . 

4 

- 

Fish  and  Fish  Products 

•  •  • 

7 

- 

Fruit — Fresh  and  Canned, 

etc. 

6 

- 

Liver  ...  . 

•  •  • 

3 

- 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

•  .  • 

6 

- 

Preserves 

•  •  . 

8 

- 

Sausages,  etc. 

•  .  • 

7 

2 

Spirits 

. .  * 

3 

- 

Vinegar 

. .  . 

9 

2 

Miscellaneous 

•  •  • 

8 

1 

(Cheese) 

Totals  : 

79 

5 

The  following  comments  are  added  in  connection  with  the 
unsatisfactory  samples. 

Vinegar 

A  preliminary  purchase  of  vinegar  was  found  to  be  deficient 
in  acetic  acid.  This  was  followed  by  procuring  a  formal  sample 
of  the  same  food  which  was  similarly  deficient  in  acetic  acid. 
Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  retailer  who  was  fined 
£5  and  ordered  to  pay  £1  Is.  Od.  costs. 

Cheese 

A  sample  of  imported  cheese  was  found  to  be  labelled  in  a 
manner  which  was  likely  to  mislead  a  purchaser  as  to  the  milk- 
fat  content  of  the  food.  The  attention  of  the  importers  was  drawn 
to  this  irregularity  and  an  undertaking  to  correct  the  label  was 
immediately  given. 
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Sausages 

Two  preliminary  purchases  of  sausages  from  different  retail¬ 
ers  were  found  to  contain  the  permitted  preservative  in  quanti¬ 
ties  not  exceeding  the  maximum  allowed,  but  in  neither  case  was 
the  presence  of  the  preservative  declared  in  the  manner  required. 
Follow-up  action  was  taken  in  each  case;  in  one  the  presence  of 
preservative  was  properly  declared,  and  in  the  other  no  preserv¬ 
ative  was  found  and  in  consequence  no  further  action  was  called 
for. 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1887-1953 

74  inspections  of  shops  were  undertaken  to  ensure  that  the 
Marking  Orders  relating  to  certain  imported  foodstuffs  made 
under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926,  were  complied  with.  194 
separate  displays  of  meat,  apples,  tomatoes,  poultry,  dried  fruit 
and  butter  were  examined,  and  in  addition  a  number  of  test  pur¬ 
chases  made.  No  infringement  was  detected. 

Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953 

At  49  premises  331  articles  of  pre-packed  food  were  examined 
to  see  that  they  bore  a  label  which  gave  a  clear  statement  of  the 
designation  of  the  food  and,  in  the  case  of  compound  foods,  the 
ingredients,  and  also  the  name  and  address  of  the  packer  or 
labeller.  No  infringement  of  this  Order  was  detected. 

False  and  Misleading  Descriptions 

As  in  previous  years  a  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been 
done  in  the  detailed  scrutiny  of  advertisements  and  the  labels  on 
pre-packed  foods,  and  taking  suitable  action  in  those  cases  where 
a  label  or  advertisement  contains  a  false  or  misleading  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  food  to  which  it  relates.  This  work  is  of  benefit  to  the 
whole  County  irrespective  of  where  within  the  County  offences 
may  be  detected.  During  the  year  under  review,  corrective  action 
has  been  secured  in  respect  of  salmon  with  potato  salad,  crystal¬ 
lized  jelly  pineapple  slices,  pure  egg  mundelech,  cherry  juice, 
imitation  cream,  cream  filled  biscuits,  cream  filled  Easter  eggs 
and  cheese.  In  every  case  the  person  resnonsible  agreed  to  make 
the  necessary  suitable  amendments  to  labels  as  a  result  of  my 
representations.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  institute  proceed¬ 
ings. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


Milk  Special  Designation  Regulations 

The  following  licences  were  issued  : 


Dealers’  Licences  : 


Pasteurised 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Sterilised 


2 

2 

2 


All  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  designated  and  nine  samples 
taken  from  the  bulk  suppliers  to  the  area  proved  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 

Supplementary  Licences  : 


5 

5 

5 


Pasteurised 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Sterilised 


PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 
LONDON  AIRPORT 


Throughout  the  year  the  Health  Department’s  Staff  con¬ 
tinued  to  carry  out  public  health  duties  on  London  Airport.  These 
duties  included  refuse  collection,  rodent  and  insect  control,  im¬ 
ported  food  inspections,  the  sampling  of  aircraft  drinking  water, 
factory  and  shops  inspections,  petroleum  installations,  control 
and  inspection  of  mobile  food  vans,  disinfection  and  disinfestation 
and  the  inspection  of  all  types  of  food  premises. 

Food  Inspection 

The  amount  of  food  inspected  during  the  year  came  to  137 
tons  3  cwts.  1  qrt.  25  lbs.  and  this  necessitated  388  visits  to  the  air¬ 
port  for  this  purpose  during  normal  day  time  hours  and  during  the 
night  time  and  at  week-ends.  The  operating  Companies  known 
to  import  commercial  consignments  of  food  are  given  each  month 
a  rota  of  inspectors  who  are  available  on  call  to  come  out  to  the 
airport  each  time  an  aircraft  arrives  with  food-stuffs  on  board. 
This  system  has  worked  admirably  for  H.M.  Customs,  the  Air  Com¬ 
panies  concerned  and  for  the  Health  Department. 

Two  contraventions  of  the  Public  Health  Imported  Food 
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Regulations  were  discovered,  and  in  both  these  cases  the  food 
was  either  meat  or  meat  product  to  which  no  official  certificate 
had  been  attached.  The  food  was  either  destroyed  or  released 
after  the  necessary  declarations  had  been  received. 

Details  of  the  various  types  of  foodstuffs  inspected  are  shown 
hereunder  : 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs 

Cheese  . 

11 

15 

1 

2 

Vegetables  . 

14 

2 

3 

18 

Fruit  . 

11 

9 

1 

20 

Cooked  Meats  ...  . 

9 

2 

1 

3 

Fresh,  Chilled,  Frozen  Meat  &  Offal 

55 

14 

0 

12 

Salami  and  Sausages  . 

23 

4 

3 

24 

Confectionery . 

1 

2 

2 

0 

Fish  ...  ...  . 

14 

2 

4 

Shellfish  . 

12 

1 

15 

Butter  . 

22 

Miscellaneous  . 

9 

5 

0 

17 

follows 


ails  of  foodstuffs  condemned 

at  London 

Airport 

Ham,  Pastry  and  Salami  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

10  lbs. 

Ham  . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

4  lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

4  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Frozen  Foods 

.  .  . 

. . . 

46  lbs. 

Pineapples  . 

. . . 

784  lbs. 

Sausage  casings  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

24  lbs. 

Truffles  . 

... 

... 

7  lbs. 

Food  Premises 

The  standards  and  requirements  laid  down  in  the  Food  Hy¬ 
giene  Regulations,  1955,  have  been  enforced  in  all  the  food 
premises  on  London  Airport  and  where  it  was  considered  desir¬ 
able,  meetings  were  arranged  with  representatives  of  the  Ministry 
of  Transport  and  Civil  Aviation  to  discuss  structural  alterations 
and  improvements  and  work  of  this  nature  has  been  carried  out. 
Two  major  alterations  are  in  progress  as  a  result  of  representation 
made  from  this  department  in  order  to  secure  compliance  with 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
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Rodent  Control  and  Insect  Pests 

This  service  has  been  operated  by  contractors  of  the  Ministry 
of  Transport  and  Civil  Aviation  during  part  of  the  year  and  after 
recommendations  from  this  Authority,  the  Ministry  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  Fisheries  and  Food  were  commissioned  to  carry  out  any 
work  which  included  major  treatments.  This,  in  fact,  has  been 
carried  out  in  two  large  blocks  in  the  Central  Terminal  Area 
which  were  affected  with  a  cockroach  infestation  and  the  results 
of  the  treatment  were  very  satisfactory. 

Petrol  Installations 

Two  petrol  installations  in  the  Central  Terminal  Area  were 
supervised  and  tested  throughout  their  construction.  These  are 
the  largest  installations  licensed  in  the  district  so  far,  and  have  a 
capacity  approaching  a  quarter  of  a  million  gallons  of  aviation 
fuel.  The  work  involved  on  these  installations  necessitated  the 
testing  of  35,  12,000  gallon  tanks,  and  four  miles  of  suction  and 
delivery  tubing  also  being  air  tested.  The  installations  took  some 
eighteen  months  to  complete. 

Drinking  Water  Supplies  on  Aircraft 

55  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  from  civil  aircraft 
as  follows  :  — 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Taken  from  fixed  tank  system  ... 
Taken  from  portable  containers  .. 
Taken  from  bowsers  . 


16 

20 

5 


1 

13 


Where  unsatisfactory  water  samples  are  discovered  the  oper¬ 
ating  Company  concerned  are  immediately  informed  and  this  is 
followed  by  investigation.  There  is  no  doubt  from  the  results 
shown  above  that  the  fixed  tank  system  installed  in  aircraft  has 
given  better  results  than  the  system  of  carrying  drinking  water 
in  portable  containers.  In  the  latter  case  the  reason  for  the  high 
percentage  of  unsatisfactory  water  samples  is  due  to  inefficient 
cleansing  and  sterilization  of  the  flasks. 

One  of  the  Airline  Companies  are  now  installing  a  steam 
sterilization  unit  for  the  sterilization  of  water  containers  ana 
this  should  give  improved  results. 
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